Expectations. We all have them of people, but don’t know we have until we experience disappointment. People had expectations of Jesus too – and he didn’t fulfil them. They complained: “You’re demon possessed, a madman, a party animal who hangs out with the wrong crowd.” (Matt 11:17-19) The people around the Sea of Galilee didn’t have any expectations of Jesus as God’s representative and little of God also (Matt 11:20-24). They were hard hearted in spite of the miracles which had Jesus performed. They collectively were under the judgement of God. What’s your expectation of God this morning? Is it fanciful or realistic? Or have you abandoned any hope and given up? Many become disappointed from seeking solutions in the wrong places or by the wrong ways when what we really seek is Jesus himself. Sometimes we get tangled up in the constant stream of events and demands which make up our daily life and we become distracted. We feel empty and harassed. That’s why Jesus throws out the ridiculously extravagant offer: “Come to me all you that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt 11:28) This is one offer that has never disappointed anyone. Those coming to Jesus with the expectation that he will be a kind of household genii who will sort everything out with a wave of a wand will be disappointed. But those coming to find deep, satisfying rest and meaning in life will never be disappointed. But we must be prepared to take his yoke upon us and to learn from him.
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